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Winterize Your Vehicle  
 

Winter time is here and the 
cold temperatures make it 
harder for an engine to 
work properly. Below, are 
some steps to follow to 
winterize your vehicle; 
 
Check your tire pressure, 
Consider using snow tires, 
Carry an emergency kit , 
Check the battery,  
Check your vehicleõs four 
wheel drive system, 
Inspect the belts and hoses, 
Change your oil, 
Adjust the viscosity grade, 
Check the wipers and wiper 
fluid and inspect antifreeze 
mixture. 
 
These tips can serve as 
handy reminders of simple 
steps you can take to stay 
safe and keep your vehicle 
in good working order this 
winter. 

Pract ice Areas  

 

¶ Car Accidents 

¶ Truck Accidents 

¶ Motorcycle Accidents 

¶ Pedestrian Collisions & 

Bicycle Accidents 

¶ DUI Accidents 

¶ Serious Accidents & 

Catastrophic Injuries 

¶ Wrongful Death & Fatal 

Accidents 

¶ Traumatic Brain Injury & 

Nerve Damage 

¶ Spinal Cord Injuries 

¶ Workersõ Compensation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brought to you by  

Murphy & Associates, LLC  

From an article posted on October 30, 2009 at MurphyLawyer.com:  

What You Need To Know If You Are Injured On The Job   

If you are hurt while working you should 

immediately notify your supervisor. In most cases 

you are required to report an on the job injury 

within 30 days of the date of injury. If your 

supervisor does not contact the Human Resources 

Department you should contact them. Refer to your 

employee handbook if you have questions regarding 

the companies specific policies and procedures.  

 

Upon notifying your employer of injury, you should 

ask for a copy of the panel of physicians. This list 

should be somewhere convenient to all employees 

such as a break room area or near the time clock. In 

most cases you will be allowed to choose a 

physician from the posted panel of  physicians. 

However, in the event there is not a panel posted or 

if it does not meet certain legal standards you may 

be able to select a doctor of your own choosing. 

Although your injury may not seem serious to you in 

the beginning it is important to report it and follow 

these steps to protect your rights in the future 

should your injury become more serious. 

 

You may be entitled to a weekly check if your 

physician has taken you out of work. Each state 

varies on how and when these benefits become 

available to you as well as how long you may receive 

benefits through Workersõ Compensation. In the 

event that a work related accident would result in a 

fatality then the dependants of the deceased may be 

entitled to receive benefits or a settlement. Again, 

this varies from state to state.  

 

Many people, following a work related accident, may 

be fearful of losing their job and therefore do not 

want to report it. Remember, it is against federal and 

state law for an employee to be fired for filing a 

workersõ compensation claim.  
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Auto Accidents More Common During Deer Season  
December Issue 

2009 
Many automobile accidents occur every year because of deer collisions. According to the National Associa-
tion of Highway Traffic Safety, more than 1.5 million car accidents occur as a result of deer in the roadways. 
Many of these accidents result in serious injury. 
 
There are many states that are known for a high number of deer collisions, such as, Pennsylvania, Michigan, 
Illinois, Ohio, Georgia, Minnesota, Virginia, Indiana, Texas and Wisconsin.  
 
In October through December, the number of accidents increase because of deer migration and mating 
season. Most of these accidents occur during the night or anytime between dusk and dawn because deer 
are nocturnal animals.  
 
Below, you will find steps to keep yourself safe and minimize your chances of a deer collision when driving 
on the roadways: 
 

¶ Pay attention when driving and follow the speed limit signs.  

¶ When driving in poorly lighted areas use your high -beam lights to increase your driving vision.  

¶ Keep the speed minimal in poorly lighted areas when you are driving in deer territory.  

¶ Always wear your seatbelt.  

¶ Be careful riding motorcycles in high deer populated areas because you are more vulnerable to serious 
injury in an accident then driving in a vehicle.  

¶ If you are unable to avoid an accident with a deer, do not swerve to avoid the deer only apply your 
brake and keep the steering wheel steady.  

 
 



Christmas & New Years Holiday 
Happenings  

 
Fantasy In Lights 
Labor Day -December 31, 2009 
 
Fantasy In Lights  is the most spectacular 
holiday light and sound show with more 
than eight million twinkling lights 
celebrating the holiday season. Fantasy 
In Lights has become an holiday 
tradition for many families. Fantasy In 
Lights is located at Callaway Gardens. 
 
Visit www.callawaygardens.com for ticket 
pricing.   
 
Stone Mountain Christmas 
November 14, 2009 - December 30, 2009 
 
Stone Mountain Park is magically 
decorated for the winter season with 
lights, live entertainment and many fun 
attractions to attend with family and 
friends which include: 
 
The Polar Express 4D Experience; 
Two new live shows - Sleigh Ride and 
Simply Christmas; 
Festive Christmas Parade; 
Christmas lights galore; 
Sit and visit with Santa Claus; 
Sing-a-long Christmas train; 
Crossroads Christmas Carol; 
Carolers singing the Christmas songs; 
Snow Angel Fireworks;  
Snowfall Celebration; 
Snow Angel Meet and Greet; 
Christmas Laser show. 
 
Annual Family Christmas Concert 
December 1, 2009 
 
17th Annual Family Christmas Concert 
by the Christian Community Orchestra. 
Event is held at Central Baptist Church at 
7:30 p.m. Open to the public and free of 
charge 
 
2009 Childrenõs Christmas Parade 
December 5, 2009 
 
At the Centennial Olympic Park in 
Downtown Atlanta being the children to 
the annual Childrenõs Christmas Parade. 
The parade has been a holiday tradition 
for years in Atlanta which include 
marching bands, holiday themed, 
animated floats, giant helium balloons 
and Santa Claus.  
 
The Childrenõs Christmas Parade begins 
at Peachtree Street near Baker Street and 
turns right onto Marietta Street. Then the 

parade will turn left and end on 
Centennial Olympic Park Drive. The 
parade begins at 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
 
Old Fashioned Holiday and Fountain 
Tree Lighting 
December 5, 2009 
 
Douglasvilleõs annual Christmas event 
which includes live entertainment, 
appearance of Santa Claus, Farmerõs 
Market and the Douglasville Fountain 
Tree Lighting. This holiday tradition is 
free of charge and open to the public.  
 
The Old Fashioned Holiday and Fountain 
Tree Lighting begins at 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 
p.m. 
 

Candlelight Tour of Homes 
December 5-6, 2009 
 
Take a tour of Douglasvilleõs most 
beautiful historic homes that are 
decorated for the Christmas season.  
 
Candlelight Tour of Homes on December 
5, 2009 begins at 6:00p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
 
Candlelight Tour of Homes on December 
6, 2009 begins at 1:00p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 
Chick-fil -A Bowl Parade 
December 31, 2009 
 
On New Years Eve, the Chick-fil -A Bowl 
Parade is at the Georgia World Congress 
Center in Downtown Atlanta. The parade 
includes 30 bands, classic cars, floats and 
much more entertainment. It will begin 
on Peachtree Street to International 
Boulevard then travels downtown to 
Centennial Olympic Park then ending at 
the Georgia World Congress Center. 
 
The Chick-fil -A Bowl Parade is to honor 
the two football teams that will be 
playing in the Chick-fil -A Bowl title.  The 

bowl parade begins at 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 
p.m. 
 
FirstNight Atlanta New Yearõs Eve 
Festival 
December 31, 2009 
 
New Yearõs Eve Block Party introducing 
many live performances by local Artists 
and Musicians, also including Midnight 
Fireworks Spectacular located on 
Peachtree Street in Downtown Atlanta. 
Go and enjoy the festivities at 
Underground Atlanta and watch the 
Peach Drop at midnight for the new 
beginning of 2010. Live performances by 
Sister Hazel and Edwin McCain. 

 
Receipt for Candy Cane Cookies  

 
For many families, baking and 
decorating Christmas cookies is a 
holiday tradition, as well as leaving them 
out for Santa Claus on Christmas Eve. 
 
Ingredients:  
 
1/2 tube refrigerated sugar cookie 
dough, softened 
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour  
1/2 teaspoon peppermint extract  
1/2 teaspoon red food coloring  
 
Directions: 
 
1. In a large bowl, beat the cookie 

dough, flour and peppermint extract 
until smooth.  

2. Divide dough in half and mix food 
coloring into one portion.  

3. Shape 1 teaspoon of white dough 
into a 6 inch rope.  

4. Shape 1 teaspoon of red dough into 
a 6 inch rope. Place ropes side by 
side and press together lightly and 
twist.  

5. Place on an ungreased baking sheet 
and curve top of cookie to form 
handle of a candy cane.  

6. Repeat steps with remaining dough, 
by placing cookies 2 inches apart on 
baking sheets.  

7. Bake at 350° for 8 to 10 minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holiday Happenings 

Texting & Driving:  

Texting and driving is a car 
accident waiting to happen. 
Those who text while driving or 
talk on the phone while driving 
increase their chances of being 
involved in an accident by fifty 
percent.  
 
On average it takes 23 percent 
longer to react to a traffic 
situation while texting. It takes 
one who is texting 1,077 
milliseconds to respond to 
brake lights and only 881 
milliseconds for one to respond 
who is not texting.  
 
Over 50  percent of the driving 
population admits to texting or 
reading a text while driving.  
 
Ages 18 to 34 are the prime 
ages of those texting while 
driving.  
 
Some states have adopted laws 
to ban texting while driving. 
While wireless companies have 
not opposed the legislative 
actions there remains to be 
mixed reactions regarding this 
subject.  
 

Pedestrian Holiday Shopping Safety  

Toys for Tots During the Holiday Season  

The U.S. Marine Corps has rallied for nearly 56 years to collect toys for underprivileged children, commonly 
known as òToys for Totsó. This charitable endeavor has allowed the Marines to provide millions of toys to 
nearly 151 million needy children during the Christmas holiday season.  
 
If you are interested in making a donation to this charity and live in or around Cherokee, Clayton, Cobb, 
DeKalb, Douglas, Fayette, Fulton, Henry, Newton, Paulding or Rockdale county please feel free to contact 
the following Toys for Tots Headquarters by calling (678) 225-4599 or visiting them at the following loca-
tion: 
 

Marietta Headquarters 
2009 Atlanta Toys For Tots Warehouse 

1280 Field Parkway NW 
Marietta, GA 30066  

A vehicle injures a pedestrian almost every eight minutes. A pedestrian is killed in a traffic accident al-
most every two hours. Most of those who are injured or killed, are so as a result of a negligent driver. 
Some non-traffic pedestrian accidents occur due to defective or unrepaired sidewalks, and parking lots; 
road debris or improperly maintained property. Under certain circumstances a pedestrian may be able to 
be compensated.   
 
Pedestrian auto accidents take place in various ways for example, a driver failing to yield to a pedestrian 
at a crosswalk, a pedestrian not paying attention to their surroundings, a driver not driving according to 
weather conditions and/or driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol. In some  of our cases, the 
pedestrian was found to be at fault for not being in a crosswalk at the time of the accident or was not 
paying attention to their surroundings.   
 
Pedestrian accidents are very common during the holiday season. Many shoppers are shopping after 
dark and not in a well lit parking areas so vehicles are unaware of their presence. Mall parking lots, and 
commercial shopping areas are places were pedestrian accidents commonly occur.  
 
Below, are some simple precautions to take this holiday shopping season much safer for everyone; 
 

¶ Shop during daylight hours if possible,  

¶ If shopping at nighttime, park in a well lit parking area;  

¶ Make sure when crossing the street to properly be in crosswalk, 

¶ Do not shop alone, shop with a group of people, and  

¶ Be alert and aware of your surroundings at all times. 
 
If you have been involved in a pedestrian accident, be sure to take the following steps:  
 

¶ Once the accident has occurred you need to contact the local police department and stay at the 
scene of the accident until the emergency personnel are on the scene.  

¶ Statements should be made only to the police officers on the scene.  

¶ Make sure you get the names and contact information for all who witnessed the accident.  


