Jury Duty and Telephone
Fraud
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Safe Driving for Teens

Although many parents try to get good driver education for their teens, teenagers remain a high -risk cate-
gory for car accidents. Why? Newly licensed teen drivers are still in the process of learning good driving
skills. Teens often underestimate hazards and take risks. Further, young drivers may be distracted by friends

The Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation (FBI) has warned the
public against an ongoing
scam involving jury duty. Un-
scrupulous individuals identi-
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fying themselves as court
employees have been phon-
ing victims, telling them they
have been selected for jury
duty. Callers then ask for veri-
fication of social security
numbers, credit card numbers
and passwords. When those
who are called hesitate, call-
ers allegedly threaten with
civil fines, or worse. Members
of our judicial system never
phone and ask for compro-
mising financial information
that can be used to defraud
consumers.

Anyone who has been con-
tacted or who gave out confi-
dential information should
contact local law enforce-
ment, the local FBI office,
banks and other financial
services.
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in the vehicle or by talking or text messaging on cell phones.

Recommendations to help keep teen drivers safe:

Let them know you can always pick them up any-
where, anytime, day or night.
Set rules for nighttime or weekend driving.

Have gatherings at your home to keep teens off roads
during high -accident times.

Make teens promise to always wear their seat belts.
Restrict passengers to one or two other teens.

Make teens promise not to use a cell phone while
operating a vehicle.

Drive with teens to monitor their driving habits.

Serve as a good driving role model.

Keep any vehicle teens drive weltmaintained. Practice Areas

Car Accidents

Truck Accidents
Motorcycle Accidents
Pedestrian Collisions &
Bicycle Accidents

DUI Accidents

Serious Accidents &
Catastrophic Injuries
Wrongful Death & Fatal
Accidents

Traumatic Brain Injury &
Nerve Damage

Spinal Cord Injuries
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2010: Speeding Fines Increase

Driving over the speed limit is about to get a little more expensive for those who have a lead foot. Accord-
ing to Bob Dallas the Director of the Governords O
of a more severe injury or even death in an auto accident. This is a lifesaving law.

Once a speeder incurs the initial citation he or she may not be aware of what is to come. After the initial
local fine is paid a separate fine will be mailed by the state to the speeder and will notify him or her of the
additional $200.00 charge giving them 90 days to pay.

The additional fine fee will begin at 75 miles per hour on a two lane road and includes the Interstates as
well. State leaders are trying to make sure to get the word out to all Georgians to slow down or pay up.

I

Lowering Your Auto Insurance Rates

We would like for everyone to be aware of the discount you can receive on your auto insurance. If you
have not taken the defensive driving course offered by AARP you may do so online and this should help
to reduce your auto insurance rate.

If you have been ticket and accident free for the previous 36 months you qualify to take the defensive
driving course on-line. The website is AARPdriversafety.org. The cost is $16 for AARP members and only
$20 for non-members.

We hope this information is useful to you. You may also call toll free 1-800-503-7598 to receive a copy of
OHow to Buy Car Il nsurance in Georgiad6 to get furt
auto insurance.




Recipe of the Month:

Chocolate Pretzel Rings
The perfect surprise for your special some-
one for Valentineds
zel Rings. A delightful chocolate treat that is
ready in no time.

History of Douglasville

Douglasville was originally known as Skint Chestnut The name was
derived from a large tree used by Indians as a landmark, which was
stripped of its bark so as to be more eye-catching.

The Town of Douglasville was established by the Georgia General As-
sembly on February 25, 1875. The boundaries were as follows: The
center shall be a point directly opposite the court house in said town,
on the Georgia Western Railroad, thence running along the center of
said road each way 3/4 of a mile, and extending %2 mile each way
from the center of said road, the form of said territory to be an square.

Ingredients:

48 pretzel rings or mini twists,
1 (8 ounce) package milk chocolate kisses,
1/4 cup M&M's.

On the first Saturday in March of 1875, an election was held to elect a
Mayor, Treasurer, Secretary, and a Marshall. Thus began the official
history of Douglasville, Georgia which today is one of the most attrac-
tive, historic parts of the Atlanta metro area.

Directions:

Place the pretzels on greased baking
sheets.
Place a chocolate kiss in the center of
each pretzel ring.
Bake at 275 degrees for 2 to 3 minutes
or until chocolate is softened.
Remove from the oven.
Place an M&M on each, pressing down
slightly so chocolate fills the ring.
Refrigerate for 5-10 minutes or until
chocolate is firm.

7. Store at room temperature.

Premises Liability

Businesses that invite customers to their premises have a legal duty to provide sensibly safe parking for those who enter
their grounds. Customers should never have to worry about dangerous conditions such as insufficient security, poor light-
ing, broken sidewalks, hazardous construction areas, or other safety breaches or conditions that can injure them.

A Parking Lot Pothole Case:

Just after a woman parked her vehicle at an unlit casino parking lot, she stepped into a large pothole, fell, and fractured
her leg. When her attorney sued the establishment for failing to maintain safe conditions for customers, the casino
claimed the hole was an obvious condition and that they had no duty to repair it or warn anyone about it. Casino attor-
neys also argued that the victim should have seen the pothole and avoided it. The parties settled before a jury trial.

Day,

Douglas County:
Winter Storm 2010

In January 2010, history was made in Douglas County and surrounding areas. The winter storm brought snow and ice
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with below freezing temperatures for several days. The icy road conditions lead to numerous car accidents in the
area. The Georgia Department of Transportation was prepared for the winter storm with salt and sand but not all
roads could be covered.

The following advice for driving in snowy and icy conditions is offered by AAA:

9 Accelerate and decelerate slowly. Applying the gas slowly to accelerate is the best method for regaining traction
and avoiding skids. Don't try to get moving in a hurry. Also, remember it takes longer to slow down on icy roads.

Drive slowly. Remember everything takes longer when traveling on snow covered roads. Stopping, turning, and
accelerating reaction times are decreased on snow covered areas.

Increase the distance between you and other vehicles. This will give you a longer reaction time.

Know your brakes. Whether you have antilock brakes or not, the best way to stop is to keep the heel of your foot
on the floor and use the ball of your foot to apply firm, steady pressure on the brake pedal.

If you can avoid having to stop completely it would be best to avoid skidding and sliding.

Doné6t apply extra gas to maneuver uphil/l Your wheel s

hill. Once you reach the top of a hill proceed cautiously and slowly down to avoid sliding.
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Georgia State Patrol Awarded H.E.A.T. Grant

H.E.A.T otherwise known as Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic has been awarded by
Of fice of

almost $1.8 million dollars will allow the GSP Nighthawk DUI Task Force to continue. The task

o

the Georgia Governoros Hi ghway Saf

forceds primary goals are to educate the pub

reduce the number of individuals who are driving under the influence.

The GSP Nighthawks began in 2004 and are made up of Georgia State Troopers specially
trained to detect impaired driving. The Task Force has been able to add another six troopers to expand their work
area. The Nighthawks patrol Fulton, Cobb, Dekalb, Gwinnett and the Savannah Statesboro areas. Reducing fatali-

ties caused by impaired driving is priority for the Nighthawk DUI Task Force.
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