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In mid September of 2009, history was made in 

Douglas County and surrounding areas. More than 

twenty one inches of rain poured down in Douglas 

County making many residents and businesses 

susceptible to the flood damage. Flood damage 

estimates could total up to five million dollars, 

according to the Douglas County Water and Sewer 

Authority.  

Most of the damage that occurred because of the 

flood waters may be covered under Douglas County 

Water and Sewer Authorityõs insurance and the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

The two major wastewater treatment plants were 

not damaged, however the pumping stations 

serving the plants were flooded. The Douglas 

County Water and Sewer Authorityõs insurance will 

cover up to ten million dollars with a five thousand 

dollar deductible for buildings outside the 100 -year 

flood plain. Structures built in the flood plain have a 

five hundred thousand dollars deductible. The flood 

also damaged the Douglas County Water and Sewer 

Authorityõs storm water system.  

A number of Douglas County residents lost their 

lives as a result of the flood and many land marked 

bridges were washed away. Douglas Countyõs 

damage may have been worse if the Dog River 

Reservoir bridge had collapsed during the flooding. 

Dog River Reservoir is designed to handle only 

thirty billion gallons of water daily and at the time 

of the flood more than forty billion gallons of water 

were flowing down Dog River. 

Murphy and Associates express our deepest 

condolences to all those effected by the flood of 

2009. 

Resources for Flood 
Relief:  

 

¶ Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 

¶ GA Department of 
Family and Children's 
Services 

¶ Cobb and Douglas  
Public Health 

¶ GA Legal Services 

¶ American Red Cross 

¶ GA Baptist Convention 
Disaster Services 

¶ GA Department of 
Community Affairs 

Pract ice Areas  

 

¶ Car Accidents 

¶ Truck Accidents 

¶ Motorcycle Accidents 

¶ Pedestrian Collisions & 

Bicycle Accidents 

¶ DUI Accidents 

¶ Serious Accidents & 

Catastrophic Injuries 

¶ Wrongful Death & Fatal 

Accidents 

¶ Traumatic Brain Injury & 

Nerve Damage 

¶ Spinal Cord Injuries 

¶ Workersõ Compensation 
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Protecting You & Your Child From Dog Bites  
Over the years of representing victims of dog bites, I 

have been surprised at how serious the injuries can 

be. Dog bites can cause permanent disfigurement 

and psychological trauma. The most serious cases 

may result in death.  It is sometimes impossible to 

know in advance whether a dog will attack.  Even a 

perfectly calm dog  may attack and cause serious 

injury. 

Each state has different laws governing dog bites. 

Most states recognize a common law cause of action 

to create liability for the dog owners who were 

aware of their dangerous dogs. Also, many states 

have passed statutes for dog bites that will create 

liability in most cases with limited defenses available 

to dog owners.  

The Georgia statute on dog bites are in favor of dog 

owners in that it requires the Plaintiff to show more 

than one ground for liability. However, every case is 

different and one should consult with an attorney in 

order to determine a case for liability.  

 

Below are steps to follow, if you or your child are 

bitten by a dog:  

¶ Remember the dogõs appearance. 

¶ Do not talk to the dog owner or insurance 

company concerning your injuries or what 

happened. 

¶ Contact the police to report the incident.  

¶ Seek medical treatment. 

¶ Consult with an attorney to help you get the 

compensation you need for your medical bills 

and pain and suffering. 

 

Below are steps to follow, to protect you and your 

child from a dog bite:  

¶ Before petting a dog, ask the owner if the dog 

bites. 

¶ When a dog is sleeping, eating or resting avoid 

any annoyance to the dog. 

¶ If two dogs are together, be careful, one might 

be protective of the other.  

¶ Do not rough play with the dog.  

¶ If a dog seems scared, do not touch the dog as 

he/she may be dangerous. 

¶ Do not leave your kids unsupervised around a 

chained dog. A chained dog is more aggressive 

and alert to any movement.  
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Thanksgiving Holiday Happenings  

Macyõs Get-A-Way 
November 25-29, 2009 
 
Spend holidays with your family and 
friends and visit Macyõs for the 
beginning of the Christmas Season with 
decorations and excitement. 
 
The Atlanta Marathon & Half Marathon 
November 26, 2009 
 
The Atlanta Marathon and Half Marathon 
is a tradition in the Atlanta area which 
has became the 2nd Largest Race in 
Atlanta. The Atlanta Marathon starts and 
finishes at the Turner Field Stadium (26.2 
miles). The Half Marathon starts at 
Peachtree Road through Downtown 
Atlanta and finishes at Turner Field 
Stadium (13.1 miles). Over 6,000 people 
participate in this event on the 
Thanksgiving Holiday.  
 
Atlanta Marathon Start Time: 7:30 a.m. 
Half Marathon Stare Time:     7:00 a.m. 
 
Macyõs Great Tree Lighting  
November 26, 2009 
 
Come join us at the Lenox Square Mall in 
the Buckhead Atlanta area, the 62nd 
Lighting of Macyõs Department Storeõs 
Great Tree. At 6:30 p.m. is the pre-show 
and at 7:00 p.m. the 2009 performances 
include, LeAnn Rimes, Third Day and 
Truth Squad and Macyõs all-star holiday 
choir.  
 
Black Friday  
November 27, 2009 
 
Black Friday is the beginning of the 
traditional shopping season for 

Christmas. Black Friday is the Friday after 
Thanksgiving in the United States. Many 
retailers open vary early with doorbuster 
deals to start the Christmas season off. 
Enjoy the shopping experience this 
Thanksgiving season. 
 

Recipe for Graham Cracker Turkey 

Cookies 

Thanksgiving is a celebration of friends 
and family, and the best way to bring 
one another together is the tradition of 
cooking a delicious Thanksgiving dinner 
or a tasty treat together.  
 
Ingredients: 
 
1/4 cup unsweetened frozen apple juice 
concentrate,  
1/4 cup vegetable oil  
1 sliced banana,  
1 tsp. vanilla, 1 tsp. cinnamon,  
1 cup graham flour,  
1 cup whole-wheat flour, 
1 tsp. baking soda, 
1/2 tsp. salt, 
Turkey-shaped cookie cutter.  
 
Directions: 
 
1. Combine apple juice, oil, banana, 

vanilla, and cinnamon in a blender.  
2. In a large bowl, mix together 

graham flour, whole-wheat flour, 
baking soda and salt.  

3. Add apple juice mixture to flour 
mixture and stir thoroughly.  

4. Roll out the dough on a floured 
surface and cut out with turkey 
shaped cookie cutter.  

5. Use a fork to poke holes for eyes 
and feathers.  

6. Bake at 350F for eight  minutes.   
 

Arts & Crafts:  

Pinecone Thanksgiving Turkey  

To begin a Thanksgiving tradition with 
your children, arts and crafts are the 
most memorable and fun ways to spend 
your holiday.  Below is directions on how 
to help your children make decorations 
for the Thanksgiving table. 

 
Materials: 
 
pine cones, 
red, yellow and orange construction 
paper, 
glue, 
styrofoam ball,  
white and orange felt,  
red pipe cleaners,  
brown paint,  
paint brush. 
 
Directions: 
 
1. Help your child find some large 

pinecones. The pinecones that can 
sit flat on a table are the best for 
this project. 

2. To disinfect the pinecones bake in 
the oven for at least an hour at 
150F. 

3. Draw and cut out ten feather shapes 
from the colored construction 
paper.  

4. At the large end of the pinecone, 
glue the feathers so they fan out 
from one side to the other.  

5. Paint the styrofoam ball brown.  
6. When the paint is completely dry, 

glue the ball to the small end of the 
pinecone for the turkey's head.  

7. Cut out two eyes from the white felt 
and a triangle beak from the orange 
felt.  

8. Glue the eyes and beak onto the 
turkey's head.  

9. Cut a piece of red pipe cleaner in 
half and bend it to make the 
turkey's wattle.  

Holiday Happenings 

Upcoming New Book 
from James Murphy  

 

James Murphy is finishing his 

most recent book on 

representing family members 

who have lost a loved one in an 

auto accident. The book covers 

topics such as gr ief , 

bereavement, coping and 

healing.  Several resources are 

citied in the book such as, 

counsel ing groups and 

professional services to help 

family members who have 

recently lost a loved one. If you 

are interested in receiving  the 

book when it comes out send 

your email request to us at 

JMurphyAssociates@gmail.com. 

 

During the holiday season, itõs a 
time to offer thanks, come to-
gether with your friends and 
family to celebrate the season 
and enjoy the holiday celebra-
tions. Itõs a time of year when we 
look forward to celebration.  
 
Sadly, though holiday cheer can 
take the wrong turn as when 
individuals who drink and drive 
cause accidents on the road-
ways. 
 
Every November and December, 
auto accidents increase with 
alcohol consumption being in-
volved.  
 
To minimize the tragic loss suf-
fered during the holiday season 
we at Murphy & Associates re-
mind you to keep the following 
in mind: If you are driving this 
holiday season, please be re-
sponsible for yourself and donõt 
drink.  
 
If you are drinking this holiday 
season, make sure you have a 

designated driver to take you 
home. I 
 
If you are planning to attend a 
holiday party, plan ahead of 
time to have a designated driver 
or stay at a hotel or motel 
nearby the party so you can 
walk to your destination.  
 

 
If you are hosting a holiday 
party, be responsible in serving 
alcoholic beverages, such as, 
making sure no one leaves and 

drives under the influence 
 
If you witness a drunk driver on 
the roadways at anytime, imme-
diately call your local police 
department and report the 
driverõs behavior. Helping to 
keep drunk drivers off the road 
can save lives.  
 
 
 
 

During the Thanksgiving Holiday, 
traveling is stressful as thousands 
of motorists are often hurrying 
from state to state to visit with 
family and friends.   
 
Before you venture out this 
holiday season, please review 
these tips to make your holiday 
travel easier.  

¶ As we approach the cold 
winter months have a 
qualified mechanic check 
you vehicle so that it is ready 
to withstand the frigid winter 
temperatures.  

¶ As with all long-distance 

road trips, it's smart to bring 
emergency equipment, such 
as a first-aid kit, flashlight, 
blankets, drinking water and 
snacks, along with flares and 
jumper cables in case of any 
emergency. 

¶ For family vacations, if 
possible, schedule as far in 
advance to help save your 
time and money.  

¶ Travel on the weekdays to 
avoid heavy travel days on 
the weekend.  

¶ If you are planning on flying 
you  should book your plane 
tickets well in advance.  

¶ Check in 
for your flight and print your 
boarding pass on your home 
computer the night before 
you travel.  This will help you 
avoid delays. 

¶ Lastly, if you are traveling 
with young children, 
remember to pack in a easily 
accessible bag with the 
following: coloring books, 
toys, favorite stuffed animal, 
snacks and drinks to keep 
the children occupied during 
travel time. 

 
 

Celebrate Winter  

Holiday Travel: Drinking & Driving  

Travel Tips for the  
Thanksgiving Holiday  


